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What does this article clarify about the lives and status of blacks in the antebellum North?
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Explain how the status of northern free blacks and its comparison to the status of slave leads to the argu-ment that “all people of African descent—the slave and the free, the light and the dark, the African and the creole—shared a common oppression which mandated unified political action and hence a unified social identity.” 




What other factors played a role in its being “not difficult for the nominally free to find common cause with their brethren in chains.” (Relevance?: “the most vicious is treated as well as the most respectable.”)



How did this situation compare to that of the Caribbean and Brazil?



“We are as a people, chained together. We are one people—one in general complexion, one in common degradation, one in popular estimation.—As one rises, all must rise, and as one falls all must fall.”

Relate Koger, “Black Masters: The Misunderstood Slaveowners” to “. . . it is sometimes difficult to remember that black identity—the notion that all people of African descent share a common history, plight, and hence political interest—is not itself an organic and natural phenomenon. It . . . had to be built.”


Add to “must know” people: James McCune Smith.
Note reference to “their duty as men” (emphasis added).
Note reference to William Whipper and Richard Allen.
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