Kennington, Kelly. “’To Favor the Side of Freedom’: Judicial Opinions and the Law of Slavery.” Slavery & Abolition 40, no. 2 (2019): 225-40.

What were the three “overlapping eras” of judicial opinions in freedom suits that reached state appellate courts? What context/events influenced continuing/changing opinions and their rationales?









What happened in the justice v. morality v. law conflict during each era? What did the continuity/change reflect about southern society’s perceptions of slaves/blacks?









What is “positive law”? Precedent?
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Where did honor fit in? where did slaves’ “double character”?









What influence did free blacks have the appellate decisions?

















