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How did slaves’ view of Christianity change from the 1700s to the antebellum period?




What did slaves believe that Christianity would bring them? What did Christianity tell them about who they were and what their time on earth would bring them?




How did slaves compare Christianity to their owners’ behavior?




What were the defining qualities of black preachers and their preaching? What was the impact of sermons/messages? How were slaves encouraged by them?
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How did preachers compare to conjurers in terms of roles and influence within the institution of slavery?




What were the topics, messages, and sources of the sermons of black preachers?




How did pro-slavery Christian missionaries view Africans?  Why did they and other whites fear black preachers and churches?




What was the position of black women in the church?




How did African beliefs and rituals combine with Christian doctrines and rituals to form the slave’s church?


