Polgar, Paul J. “’To Rise Them to an Equal Participation’: Early National Abolitionism, Gradual Emancipation, and the Promise of African American Citizenship.” Journal of the Early Republic 31 (Summer 2011): 229-58.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Early national abolitionism meant gradualism which involved changes for both blacks and whites. What did gradual abolition require of each that necessitated a gradual—not quick/immediate—end to slavery? (The following questions deal with the changes and the messages they sent.)




What role did environmentalism play in early thinking about slavery?




Once again, a reading is dealing with concepts of citizenship, liberty, and the US as a republic. Why was it perceived as so important for a former slave to “become a responsible freeman” in the early republic?




Once again, a reading is dealing with the importance of education. How did it fit—along with property ownership—into early abolitionism?




Once again, we hear from black leaders that ‘‘Industry and Frugality, Temperance, Sobriety and decency of Manners’’ were needed while ‘‘Gaming, Idleness, Drunkenness, and every other species of vice’’ were not. Why make this argument?


