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How could manumission be a demonstration of opposition to slavery and a strategy for preserving it?


After relaxing manumission restrictions in the 1780s, Virginia began increasing them in the 1810s. What prompted the return of strict (and stricter) legislation was related to concerns that intruded on the slaveholding states from a variety of directions (some of which are covered in prior course readings). Such as . . . .  What were some of the restrictions that were designed to protect Virginia’s racial/slave order?


Restrictions included removal from the state, so why did Virginia have such a large free black population by the 1830s? If whites wanted a free white/slave black state, why allow this population to exist/grow?


The growing free black population affected the race/status match. How?


How was the ACS a home for men who wanted to protect slavery and men who wanted to end it?


Why did western Virginians oppose slavery?


Does Wolf see a “missed opportunity” to end slavery? Was Virginia close to ending slavery at any time from the 1780s to the post-Nat Turner debates?


Did (does) liberty mean equality?
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[Where does 1780s-1820s manumission fit on the chart for the Wilson reading guide?]






Where would Virginia manumission fit on the chart on the Wilson reading guide?
