Hansen, Karen V. “An Erotic Friendship between Two African-American Women.” In Major Problems in the History of American Sexuality: Documents and Essays, edited by Kathy Piess, 214-28. Major Problems in American History Series. Boston: Houghton Mifflin, 2002. Originally published as “’No Kisses Is Like Yourses’: An Erotic Friendship between Two African-American Women during the Mid-Nineteenth Century.” Gender and History 7 (August 1995): 153-82.

Why has so little been published on nineteenth-century women’s intimate relationships? 




What are the various types of relationships that women likely had with other women? What about their time period makes them hard to identify/explain?





What is Addie’s and Rebecca’s relationship leads Hansen to believe that the two women had an “erotic relationship”?
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What does their relationship’s treatment by other blacks (including Rebecca’s family) suggest about the black community’s view of women’s “intimate friendship”?
