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In “Slavery in a Texas Seaport,” Shelton looks at free and slave blacks in port cities; Buchanan focuses on these people on the Mississippi River. What common conclusions do they reach about black lives/ agency/mobility/resistance and white fears/responses?





To various degrees, rivermen, sailors, and urban slaves all lived lives of quasi-freedom. What was the impact on their thinking . . . and on white thinking . . . and on slavery as an institution?





[bookmark: _GoBack]With Gabriel, Denmark Vesey, and Nat Turner in mind, most people define slave resistance as large-scale uprisings; however, Buchanan (and most scholars who study slave and free blacks) emphasizes “everyday forms of resistance.” What were these in the world of the Mississippi River (and, with Shelton’s and Koger’s articles in mind, seaports and urban areas)? 





Why did black Mississippi steamboat workers proudly call themselves “rascals”? What did their lives and that label mean in terms of asserting an identity and personal traits?





