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What is the debate among historians about slave resistance, particularly in the form of rebellions and conspiracies? Where does Rucker fit in? 




What is the debate over the Vesey conspiracy? Where does Rucker appear to fit? Where does Michael Johnson fit? What is Spady’s take on the debate?




According to Rucker, why do slave rebellions require understanding African cultural influences? What influences does he emphasize in terms of Denmark Vesey?
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Regardless of the position one takes in the debate, what can the various positions and the agreed-upon facts clarify (or suggest) about slavery—about slaves and free blacks and about white views of both—in the South (or, at least, Charleston, South Carolina) in the 1810s-1820s?





