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Once again, an article emphasizes the historiography of American slavery. What role does it play in Calderhead’s argument?



How did slavery change from the 1600s to the Revolutionary period (numbers and percentages, uses of slaves, opportunity for freedom, supporters and opponents of—reasons for and against—manumission and abolition? (By the way, what does manumission mean?)



Certain slaves were more likely to be manumitted than others, and only a small percentage were likely to be “successful.” Who was in each group? Why was this situation true for them? 



Pay attention to the views (and changing views [and, always, reasons for changes]) of Quakers, Methodists, British, and of pre-Revolution and post-Revolution. 



Africans in America looks at what freedom means. According to Calderhead what did it mean for Marylanders? How did its definition influence/affect decisions of whites/legislators? How did free black fit into society?
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Calderhead refers to “the temper of the times” and notes at one point that one group’s effort was “for its time strikingly bold.” How does “the times” fit into our effort to understand African American history?
